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MORE AND MORE HOPES OF A CURE
In 2022, 64 new medicines were authorised worldwide, 
compared to an average of 49 in the five-year pre-Covid 
period. This figure, and the 20,000 products currently being 
studied (a part of which will become therapies), make the 
hope of a cure for patients and increasingly personalized 
medicine, ever more concrete. 

In Italy, mortality has decreased by 28% in 20 years 
and by 40% for chronic diseases. Over the last 10 years. 
1 million people more have survived after being diagnosed 
with cancer. 260 thousand people have recovered thanks 
to innovative medicines against hepatitis C. Medicines 
treating rare diseases have gone up from 7 in 2007 to 
over 120 today. Vaccinations now make it possible to 
eradicate and control diseases,  saving millions of lives. 
Innovative antibiotics make it possible to counteract 
resistant infections and many acute and chronic diseases 
have multiple treatments, also thanks to the growing 
role of advanced therapies.

LIVE MORE AND BETTER

In the last two years, the average life expectancy has 
grown by 6 months, in line with the long-term trend. A 
result that must be further strengthened by leveraging 
the potential offered by research, the appropriateness 
of care and the quality of the National Health Service.

CLOCK OF LIFE

There are 68,600 people working in pharmaceuticals, 
which rises to 150 thousand when considering direct 
suppliers. In the last 5 years, pharmaceuticals have 
increased employment much more than the average 
(+9% compared to +2% on average), thanks also to the 
dynamism and sustainable and inclusive development 
models of companies. 90% of employees are university 
graduates or high-school graduates. And gender equality 
is already a reality: 44% of employees are women (29% 
the average in industry), many with top roles having 
increased by 13% in the last five years alone.

QUALITY EMPLOYMENT

YOUTH AND TRAINING
More and more young people. In the last 5 years the 
number of under 35s have grown by 16% and today 
85% have a permanent contract. Companies acquire 
new skills, which grow steadily even after hiring through 
actions for training and professional development, in 
the name of multidisciplinarity and soft skills.

CORPORATE WELFARE FOR PEOPLE
Pharmaceuticals stand out for corporate welfare for 
people: work-life balance, psycho-physical well-being, 
support for parenting, enhancement of diversity, training, 
healthcare and assistance to non-self-sufficient family 
members. Elements that facilitate productivity, for 
which pharmaceuticals is the first manufacturing sector.

RESEARCH 
AND INNOVATION 
FOR PEOPLE

OUR 
STRENGTH, 
THE PEOPLE



INDUSTRIAL VALUE
With € 49 billion worth of production, of which € 47.6 
billion in exports, the pharmaceutical industry in Italy 
represents a strategic asset of the economy. Leader in 
Europe, together with Germany and France, thanks to the 
growth of exports that have increased in the last ten years 
by +176%, much more than the EU average (+141%), in 
particular thanks to the average value of exported products.

In 2022, investments in Italy totalled  € 3.3  billion, of 
which € 1.4 billion in high-tech plants and € 1.9 billion 
in R&D. Every year over € 700 million is invested in 
clinical research, aimed at hospitals, with great benefits 
for access to new care, growth of skills and savings for 
the NHS. Pharmaceuticals is the first sector for Open 
Innovation. The digital transition is racing ahead: 38% 
of patients use at least one App in the healthcare sector; 
39% of doctors use remote-visiting services.

INVESTMENT, INNOVATION 
AND DIGITAL TRANSITION

Between 2023 and 2028, pharmaceutical companies 
worldwide will invest €1.6 Trillion in R&D, the highest 
investment in the world. An opportunity for growth and 
development that Italy can seize on, thanks to its scientific 
and industrial excellence, if it implements policies to increase 
the attractiveness and competitiveness of the system.

MORE ATTRACTIVENESS TO GROW

ECOLOGICAL TRANSITION 

The pharmaceutical industry is committed to ecological 
transition. Also thanks to important investments 
aimed at the efficient management of resources: 
water treatment, waste reduction, the use of plastic 
and fossil fuels.

EFFICIENCY
In the last 10 years, the sector in Italy has reduced 
energy consumption by 37% and by 34% the 
consumption contributing to atmospheric emissions. 
There are significant results obtained from growing 
investments in green technologies. The differential 
of investments in environmental protection per 
employee compared to the national average is equal 
to +180%. This rises to 200% for those in technologies 
intended for pollution prevention, which eliminate 
or reduce pollution at the source of the production 
process.

CIRCULAR ECONOMY APPROACH 

Pharmaceutical companies in Italy are at the forefront 
of the ‘circular economy approach’, a model that 
generates innovation, increases efficiency and 
competitiveness and is good for both companies, the 
environment and the communities in the territories 
in which they operate. 
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