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PEOPLE 

ASSET OF THE
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GROWTH AND HEALTH

ALLIES IN THE
FIGHT AGAINST
THE CLIMATE CRISIS 

EVER MORE HOPES OF CURES
In 2021, 84 new medicines are authorized worldwide. 
This figure is the highest in the last 10 years (55 per year on 
average). More than 18 thousand products currently under 
study and some of them will actually become therapies, 
thus making the hope of cure for patients and of 
increasingly personalized medicine always more concrete.

VACCINES AND MEDICINES AGAINST 
COVID-19
Thanks to pharmaceutical research, regulatory 
innovations and more than 200 collaborations between 
companies and public research centers, 13 billion 
doses were produced in a year and two-thirds of 
the world population received at least one. Italy 
has a key role: it is among the top four EU countries 
for vaccine exports, it is a hub for the production of 
monoclonal and antiviral antibodies and among the top 
list countries for scientific publications globally.

THE CLOCK OF LIFE
After the dramatic reversal due to Covid-19, in 2021 
the clock of life has returned to go round in the right 
direction and the average life span has widened by more 
than 6 months in 1 year. This is an achievement to be 
consolidated, with even more research and by recovering 
the health services that have been postponed due to the 
pandemic emergency. 

QUALITY EMPLOYMENT
There are 67 thousand people working in the Pharma 
industry, 147 thousand taking into consideration also 
direct suppliers. In the last 5 years, pharma has 
been the first sector in Italy for employment growth 
(+9% compared to +1% of the average), thanks to 
its dynamism and to the sustainable and inclusive 
development models of its companies. 90% of our 
employees are university or high school graduates. 
Gender equality is already a reality: 43% of our 
employees are women (29% on average in industry), 
many with leadership roles.

YOUTH AND TRAINING
More and more young people. In the last 5 years, the 
under 35s have grown by 13%. Companies are acquiring 
new skills, which grow constantly after recruitment 
through training and professional development, in the 
name of multidisciplinary and soft skills.

CORPORATE WELFARE
FOR PEOPLE
The Pharma sector is characterized by a corporate 
welfare for people: work life balance, enhancement 
of diversity, training, healthcare, assistance to 
elderly family members and measures to support 
parenthood.

INDUSTRIAL VALUE
With €34.4 billion in production, the pharmaceutical 
industry in Italy is a strategic asset of the economy. A leader 
in Europe together with Germany and France, thanks to 
exports increased by 117% in the last ten years, above the 
EU average (112%), in particular thanks to the increase in 
products with higher added value.

INVESTMENTS, INNOVATION 
AND DIGITAL TRANSITION 
In 2021, investments in Italy totaled €3.1 billion, €1.4 
billion of which in high-tech plants and €1.7 billion in R&D. 
Every year €700 million is invested in clinical research, 
focused on hospitals, with great benefits for access to new 
treatments, growth of skills and savings for the NHS. Pharma 
is the first sector for open innovation. Digital transition is 
racing ahead. In the last 2 years, 284 telemedicine solutions 
have been implemented by local health agencies, often in 
collaboration with companies. 82% of doctors are ready to 
collaborate with companies for digital projects.

MORE ATTRACTIVENESS FOR GROWTH 
Between 2021 and 2026, the world pharmaceutical 
companies will invest €1.3 trillion in R&D, the largest such 
investment on the planet. An opportunity for growth and 
development that Italy can seize, thanks to its scientific and 
industrial excellence, if it implements policies that increase 
the attractiveness and competitiveness of the system. 

ECOLOGICAL TRANSITION
The pharmaceutical industry is committed to 
ecological transition, also through important 
investments aimed at the efficient management of 
resources: water treatment, reduction of waste and 
the use of plastic.

EFFICIENCY
In ten years, our sector in Italy has reduced 
energy consumption by 44%, a percentage that 
rises to 51% for those relevant for atmospheric 
emissions. Achievements resulting from growing 
investments in green technologies: the differential 
of investments in environmental protection per 
employee compared to the national average is + 
150%, and it rises above 200% for investments in 
technologies aimed at the prevention of pollution, 
which eliminate or reduce pollution at the source of 
the production process.

CIRCULAR APPROACH
Pharmaceutical companies in Italy are at the 
forefront of the “circular approach”, a model that 
generates innovation, increases efficiency and 
competitiveness, and is good for businesses, the 
environment and the communities of the territories 
in which they operate.


